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CREATING & PREVENTING TECHNOLOGICAL SURPRISE

DARPA’s mission is to make the 
pivotal early technology investments 
that create or prevent decisive 
surprise for U.S. national security.

Explore High Risk Concepts & Ideas 
Without Expense of Larger Programs

Test & Evaluate Alternatives or 
Solution Subsets To Reduce Risk

Provides up to $1.6M per Project 
for Promising Technologies

Leverage Unique Skillsets &
Novel Ideas to Address High 
Priority Military Needs

DARPA’S MISSION

SBIR/STTR Research Supports 
DARPA’s Mission and Programs

DARPA
www.darpa.mil

SBIR/STTR
www.dodsbir.net

SBIR/STTR Solicitations 
www.acq.osd.mil/osbp/sbir
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DARPA Small Business Program 
O�ce Supports Small Business

For More Information

Funding to 
Develop Your Idea 
& Bring it to Life

Expert Counsel to
Guide Technology 

Development

Introductions to 
Potential Buyers, 

Partners & 
Investors

Coaching, Training 
& Tools to

Transition Your 
Ideas from the Lab 

to the Market

BTO - Biological Technology 

Biology, Technology, & Complexity

DSO - Defense Sciences 
Discovery, Modeling, Design & 
Assembly 

I2O - Information Innovation 
Information, Innovation & Cyber 

MTO - Microsystems 

Electronics, Photonics & MEMS 

STO - Strategic Technology 
Networks, Cost Leverage & 
Adaptability 

TTO - Tactical Technology 

Weapons, Platforms, & Space 

TECHNOLOGY OFFICES

I2O
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TOPIC SELECTION @ DARPA
How are topics for SBIR/STTR projects selected?

And by whom?
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SBIR/STTR @ DARPA 

Identifies & Funds Early Stage R&D 
Projects with Potential for High 
Payo� and Breakthrough 
Capabilities for the Warfighter

Taps Innovation from US Small 
Businesses & Research Institutions 
in the Context of Tomorrow’s 
Environment for National Security 
and Technology

Explores Promising Technologies
& Solution Alternatives via 
Low-Cost Investigations

Supports the Transition of 
Disruptive Technologies into DoD 
Programs or Commercial Products
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Sm
all Businesses m

ust ensure they are 

com
m

itm
ent, and investm

ent required 
to bring an idea from

 the lab to the 
m

arketplace.

•
U

nderstand that the D
A

RPA
 SBIR/STTR

process is not linear, but is a continuous, 
iterative journey from

 proof-of-concept 
to prototype delivery and beyond.

• U
nderstand that som

e technology areas 
m

ay require additional feasibility studies 
related to the Phase I and/or additional 
testing and developm

ent during or after 
Phase II. D

o not expect to go directly from
 

Phase I to Phase II or directly from
 Phase II 

to Transition/Com
m

ercialization.

Sm
all 
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m

ust 
align 

internal 
m

anagem
ent 

activities 
w

ith 
the 

governm
ent 

process 
to 

execute 
SBIR/STTR projects.

• Com
m

unicate w
ith PM

s and Contracting 
about positive and negative events to 
ensure contract requirem

ents are m
et.

•
A

nticipate critical m
ilestones; plan to

add resources as required. 

•
Actively 

seek 
alternative 

funding
arrangem

ents. D
o not rely solely upon the 

•
Seek guidance from

 specialists such as
attorneys, 

accountants, 
and 

contract 
adm

inistrators w
ho can help coordinate 

SBIR/STTR requirem
ents.

Sm
all 
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m

ust 
plan 

for 
Transition 

and 
Com

m
ercialization 

throughout the entire process. 

•
Explore a diverse range of applications

early 
in 

the 
process 

to 
help 

identify 
potential custom

ers and investors.

•
Establish relationships w

ith those w
ho

are 
w

illing 
and 

able 
to 

provide 
developm

ent or investm
ent funds. 

•
Seek opportunities to benchm

ark via
concept or product dem

onstrations, or 
tests in operational environm

ents.

Participate 
in 

the 
Transition 

and 
Com

m
ercialization Support Program

. The 
SBPO

, in partnership w
ith the T2C Team

, 
can provide support.
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